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‘WET LANDS – ARID LANDS; CHOBE & OKAVANGO TO KGALAGADI’  

BOTSWANA & SOUTH AFRICA - WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHIC/VIEWING 
SAFARI – 17 Nights|18 Days  

Tour Summary & Locations:  
 

Day 1, 2:  Chobe National Park – 2 nights; Accommodation in Camping  

Day 3, 4:  Savuti – 2 nights; Accommodation in Camping 

Day 5, 6:  Khwai – 2 nights; Accommodation in Camping 

Day 7, 8: Moremi Game Reserve – 2 nights; Accommodation in Camping  

Day 9:  Maun – 1 night; Accommodation in Lodging 

Day 10: Kang – 1 night; Accommodation in Lodging 

Day 11: Matopi Campsite, Mabuasehube Game Reserve – 1 night; Accommodation in Camping 

Day 12, 13:  Polentswa Campsite, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park – 2 nights; Accommodation in 

Camping 

Day 14, 15:  Mata Mata Campsite, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park – 2 nights; Accommodation in 

Camping  

Day 16, 17:  Rooiputs Campsite, Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park – 2 nights; Accommodation in 

Camping 

Day 18:  Departure to Homelands 

 

Tour Route: Kasane (Botswana) – Upington (South Africa) 

Tour Code: BOTS_18D_LND-WLD_CHO-OKV-GHA-MAB-KTP 

Tour Cost: 372 USD pppd (per person per day) in terms of having complete 4 guests on board 

Extension: Self-Driving to Tankwa Karoo National Park (South Africa) for 2 nights, and Cape Town 

for 4 nights 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Merubisi Naturists (Pty) Ltd.  Page 2  

DAILY PROGRAMME  

 Day 1 

Meeting at Kasane Airport; 

Departure time and arrival time of flights from Johannesburg to Kasane is listed below; 

South African Airways – 11:45 – 13:30 

Driving to Chobe National Park – 1 hr; 

Setting up the camp at afternoon time; 

Game Drive (1) in the afternoon till sunset. 

  

Together with Okavango Delta, Chobe River is one of the lifelines of Southern Africa. Four country lands 

(Botswana, Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe) meets here in Kasane divided by Chobe River.  

Chobe NP is distinguished with the largest elephant herds of Africa. They frequently swim to and back Namibia 

with other wetland animals such as hippos and crocodiles through Sedudu/Sidudu Island meaning ‘Lots of 

Hippos’... In addition to elephants, cape buffalo herds with 500 strong also roam the wetlands. These herds 

attract lion prides while other big cats are often seen in wildlife reserves.  

Red Lechwes also known as reedbucks and waterbucks together with other antelopes like kudu, impalas share 

the marsh fields stretching wide open to Namibia across the Chobe River. 

African Fish Eagles are very common here; so are other raptor species. Mainly the presence of rich water 

sources help all kinds of mammals, reptiles congregate along the riverbanks. Birdlife becomes more active 

starting from September.  

Boat ride or let’s say ‘Boat Safari’ is a must!.. It can be half day or extended to full day by choice. Sunsets are 

always a fantastic treat, especially when experienced from the boat.  

Possible Animal Sightings: Big 4 of 5 (lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo), Rare Sable and Roan Antelopes, Hypo, 

Crocodile, Giraffe, Zebra, Kudu Aquatic Bucks (Waterbuck, Reedbuck) as well as other smaller size African 

Antelopes, Raptors… 

 

 
 

 Day 2 

Game Drive (2) early in the morning; 

Lunch at a Designated Picnic Site within the Chobe National Park or back at campsite; 

Game Drive (3) in the afternoon; in fact, it is a Boat Ride Safari on Chobe River till sunset. 

 



 

Merubisi Naturists (Pty) Ltd.  Page 3  

 
 

 Day 3 

Game Drive (4) early in the morning; 

Driving to Savuti Campsite in Chobe National Park after the breakfast which is in fact a Game Drive (5) – 4 hrs; 

Lunch at a picnic site on the way; 

Setting up the camp at noon time; 

Game Drive (6) in the afternoon. 

 

 
•  

Savuti and Linyanti lies on the south western section of Chobe National Park. Both locations are at half-way 

distance from Moremi Game Reserve (Gateway to Okavango Delta) and Chobe National Park which makes them 

a very resourceful stop-over point. Especially the drive from Chobe side to here through Chobe Forest Reserve 

is extremely scenic. 

They are both inland, however some of the channels of Khwai River (a branch of Kavango River) reaches down 

to Savuti and Linyanti Channels. There are large open areas, mostly marsh lands here dominated by marsh pride 

of lions. Leopards and cheetahs do exist, however they tend to stay elusive during daytime. There are two 

African Wild Dog packs in Savuti and Linyanti Zones. Gigantic elephants and giraffes in herds come together 

around the waterholes in open lands together with other mammals. Only the variety of bird species is limited. 

Roan and Sable Antelopes have started to be regularly seen lately which is very very good news.  

It is always possible and exciting to hear the roars of marsh pride lions and trompet sounds of matriarchs and 

big male elephants in reply to them when the night falls. 

Possible Animal Sightings: Big 4 of 5 (lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo), African Wild Dog, Giraffe, Zebra, Kudu, 

Roan and Sable Antelopes as well as other smaller size African Antelopes, Raptors… 
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Cultural Sightings: There are wall paintings of Bushmen/San People dating 4,000 years old on rocky hills of Savuti 

Zone. 

 

 Day 4 

Game Drive (7) early in the morning; 

Lunch at a Designated Picnic Site or Campsite; 

Game Drive (8) in the afternoon. 

 

 
 

 Day 5 

Game Drive (9) early in the morning; 

Driving to Khwai Gate of Moremi Game Reserve after breakfast – 3.5 hrs; 

In fact, this is not just driving, but a Game Drive (10), for there are no boundaries between Chobe National Park 

and Khwai Zone of Moremi Game Reserve; 

Setting up the camp at noon time; 

Lunch at Campsite; 

Game Drive (11) in the afternoon; 

Game Drive (12) at night time (Night Safari) after dinner. 

  

Trillions and trillions of thanks to Kavango River running from the forests of Angola’s highlands down towards 

Kalahari Basin, and turning Northern Kalahari into a land of abundance. There are numerous islands formed in 

the delta as the main channel diverts into many running like ‘Mboma’ – the Snake. Botswana has more 

mammals and variety of birdlife than anywhere in Southern Africa as they live secluded away from human touch 

on these islands and on the main land around Khwai Zone. 

Aside from land safaris, ancient carved-out canoes named as ‘Mokoro’ trip conducted by the locals of the region, 

scenic flights with small planes and helicopters as well as other light aircrafts are the highlights of Delta 

Expedition.  

Cape Buffalo and Elephant herds in large numbers as well as other giants on land and in water channels roam 

wild and free here. Endangered Wild Dogs are present and alerted all the time for their daily food. Leopard 

sightings are quite common while big lion prides as well as other carnivores in big and small sizes patrol their 

territory. Antelopes as being at the top of the ‘list of preys’ act skittish most of the time. 

Bird life becomes more abundant after September with the arriving of migratory species. The variety of feathers 

reaches at its peak in rainy season, for there are plenty of food – insects, and water around.  
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Okavango is one of the heavenly drops on Earth… 

Possible Animal Sightings: Big 5 (lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo, rhino), Hypo, Crocodile, Giraffe, Zebra, Kudu, 

Aquatic Bucks (Waterbuck, Reedbuck) as well as other smaller size African Antelopes, Raptors and Water Birds… 

 

 
 

 Day 6 

 
Game Drive (13) early in the morning within Khwai Zone; 

Lunch at Campsite; 

Game Drive (14) in the afternoon; 

Game Drive (15) at night time (Night Safari) after dinner. 

 

 Day 7 
 

Game Drive (16) in Khwai Zone early in the morning; 

Driving through Moremi Game Reserve which is in fact another Game Drive (17); 

Lunch at campsite at upon arrival; 

Game Drive (18) in the afternoon. 

 

 
  

Moremi Game Reserve is the gateway to Okavango. It is an extremely lively habitat; however, some of the roads 

and zones becomes inaccessible due to rainfalls and floods in rainy season which is February-May. June to 

August are colder months as night temperatures can certainly drop to 0 degrees centigrade while day 
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temperatures fluctuate between 20 and 30 degrees. Wetlands start drying and all zones become accessible with 

September until the rains start falling in January.  

There are quite number of rhinos living in the Delta; however, they are mostly relocated to islands in order to 

protect these magnificent animals from the poachers. Therefore, there is no guarantee of spotting a rhino in 

Moremi Game Reserve. 

The most significant sighting would be African Wild Dogs, as there are two main wild dog packs dominating the 

Xakanaxa Zone to the First Bridge. 

In addition to land safaris and boat trips, ‘Mokoro’ can be arranged in wetlands. Both Boat and Mokoro rides 

are valuable in terms of spotting hypos, crocs, elephants as well as water birds.  

Possible Animal Sightings: Big 5 (lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo, rhino), African Wild Dog, Giraffe, Zebra, Kudu, 

as well as other smaller size African Antelopes, Raptors and Water Birds… 

 

 
 

 Day 8 
 

Game Drive (19) early in the morning within Okavango Delta; 

Lunch at a Designated Picnic Site or Campsite; 

Game Drive (20) in the afternoon; in fact, it is a Boat Ride Safari on Okavango Delta till sunset. 
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 Day 9 

Driving to Maun after early breakfast – 3.5 hrs; 

Guests will be enjoying the easy, relaxing day at the lodge, Staff will be organizing logistical supplies for the 

second stage of our expedition; 

Scenic Flight(s) - aircraft or helicopter - over the Okavango can be arranged before the sunset upon request;  

Group Dinner Out in Maun… 

 

 Day 10 

Driving to Kang via Ghanzi after breakfast – 4.5 hrs; 

Accommodation at a lodge for another relaxing day and night; 

In the afternoon, a visit to San People Village for the ‘Bushmen Experience’ can be arranged. 

 

 

 

 
  

Indigenous San People also know as ‘Bushmen’ is one of the oldest tribes and nations in Southern Africa, and 

perhaps on the Planet. Their population today is believed to be 50,000 as majority of them lives in villages and 

towns making their living through farming while only very few keep their character as being hunter-gatherers. 

‘Bushmen Experience’ is mostly a demonstration of San People’s folkloric culture as well as showing their 

surviving skills thought and tested by nature to cope with ‘The Land of Great Thirst’ – The Kalahari. 

 

 Day 11 

Driving to Mabuasehube Gate of Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park on Botswana Side after breakfast – 4.5 hrs; 

Lunch at a picnic site within the park; 

Driving to Matopi/Motopi Campsite from Mabua Gate in Game Drive (21) mode with checking Mpayathutlwa 

Pan for wildlife action, as these flat open plains of pans are where the herbivores congregate for grazing, and 

hence makes them hunting grounds for cheetahs, leopards, and lions.  

  

Mabuasehube Game Reserve is the western portion of Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park (KTP) that lies on Botswana 

Side, and one of the two gates to KTP with the Kaa Gate which is in the north.  

The terrain is significant with several pans: Mabuasehube, Leholoago, Khiding, Mpayathutlwa, Boshobogolo, 

and Monamodi. Some of these pans have man-made boreholes (water hole) which attracts animals to quinch 
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their thirst in dry season (June – November) while providing nutritious grass enriched by the salt that makes 

these animals special by adapting to feed on salty grass as well as drinking salty water.  

However, Mabuasehube Game Reserve and Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park becomes extremely lively during the 

rainy season (January – May) when rains come down in rapid showers accompanied by thunderstorms in the 

afternoons. Open blue skies suddenly give way to bundle of clouds, and the show begins. White clouds turn 

into grey as wind picks up, lightnings illuminate dark sky and thunderstorms shake the grounds, buckets of 

water are poured down, and rainbows connect the ground and the clouds… It can be ‘scary beautiful’, as you 

feel small by the immense power of Mother Nature. It smells wonderful in Kalahari after the rain; fresh and 

crisp…  

 

 
 

Congregation of animals around the waterholes become dispersed to all around the pans as their numbers 

increase. This statement is valid for the predators who are always on the stalk of herbivores. It is not only the 

predators on land but also the ones airborne take their places in higher grounds. Raptors perched on acacia 

tree branches scan the pans for tiny movements of rodents and snakes.  

Wait until you see a Kalahari Rain, and experience the peace and quietness She harbours… 

Possible Animal Sightings: Black-maned lion, leopard, cheetah, caracal, african wildcat, wildebeest, hartebeest, 

oryx, kudu, springbok, steenbok, meerkat, honey badger, porcupine, very rare but pangolin, meerkat, ground 

squirrel, reptiles (cape cobra and puff adder), cape fox, bat-eared fox, black-backed jackal, spotted and Brown 

hyenas as well as raptors, vultures, and other smaller birds… 

 

 Day 12 

Driving to Polentswa Campsite in Nossob Riverbed in Game Drive (21) mode; 

Setting up the camp at noon time; 

Lunch at campsite; 

Game Drive (22) in the afternoon for wildlife action around waterholes of Nossob River. 

  

Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park (KTP) is significant with vegetated and naked red dunes as well as desert-adapted 

animals displaying the ‘survival of the fittest’. Twee Rivieren meaning ‘Two Rivers’ in Afrikaans is apparently a 

meeting point of two ancient ‘fossil rivers’, Nossob and Auob. They are mostly dry; however, they may become 

active after sufficient rainfalls between December and May. Rains in Kalahari comes with spectacular 

thunderstorms. It is a fact that Nossob and Auob flows beneath the ground while they look dry at ground sight; 

since, there are waterholes (natural and artificial) in every 7-10 km. to both directions from Twee Rivieren, one 

towards Mata Mata (Auob Riverbed) which is one of the three major campsites by South Africa - Namibia 
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Border; and the other one towards Union’s End (Nossob Riverbed) via Nossob as the other major campsite 

within the Park. Nossob Camp is the diversion point of direction to KTP’s Botswana Side. Majority of park land 

lies in South African side while approximately 1/3 of land belongs to Botswana. 

Thanks to the waterholes along two riverbeds, animals (game) come down from the corrugated duned earth to 

river canyon to quinch their thirst where the big cats (lion, leopard, cheetah) and the little big cats (african 

wildcat, caracal) are stationed for possible prey. Simply, these two dry riverbeds act like a corridor of hunting 

for the predators.  

 

 
 

Speaking of predators, Kalahari’s black-maned lions are sublime and worth to see while cheetah sightings are 

quite common. There are about 120 leopards living in this habitat, however they tend to stay elusive during 

daytime; for, lions dominate the grounds. Spotting a Kalahari Leopard is always possible and it is one of the 

most significant sightings here. Kgalagadi/Kalahari is not a Big 5 nature reserve, as elephants, rhinos, buffalos 

can not make it here together with other mammals who need certain amount of water in daily basis. 

It is the land of Meerkats as well as ground squirrels and mice which attracts quite number of raptors in different 

sizes. Birdlife other than the birds of prey is astonishingly active.  

Kalahari sunsets and sunrises makes this land even more special. Thanks to lacking of light pollution, stargazing 

is at its best. Simply, Kalahari is one magical, abundant, and heavenly land in a ‘Land of Few’. 

 

 
 

 Day 13 

Game Drive (23) in the morning along Nossob Riverbed and Her waterholes; 

Lunch at a picnic site; 
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Game Drive (24) in the afternoon. 

 

 Day 14 

Driving to Mata Mata Campsite (South African Side of KTP) in Auob Riverbed in Game Drive (25) mode; 

Setting up the camp at noon time; 

Lunch at campsite; 

Game Drive (26) in the afternoon for wildlife action around waterholes of Auob Riverbed. 

 

 
 

 Day 15 

Game Drive (27) in the morning along Auob Riverbed and Her waterholes; 

Lunch at a picnic site; 

Game Drive (28) in the afternoon for wildlife action around waterholes of Auob Riverbed. 

 

 
 

 Day 16 

Driving to Rooiputs Campsite back in Nossob Riverbed in Game Drive (29) mode; 

Setting up the camp at noon time; 

Lunch at campsite; 

Game Drive (30) in the afternoon for wildlife action around other waterholes of Nossob Riverbed towards the 

south east section of KTP. 
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 Day 17 

Game Drive (31) in the morning along Nossob Riverbed in between Rooiputs and Twee Rivieren portion of KTP; 

Lunch at a picnic site; 

Game Drive (32) in the afternoon. 

 

 Day 18 

Exiting Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park from Twee Rivieren in Game Drive (33) mode; 

Driving to Upington to catch your flight to Johannesburg; 

Fairwell with lots of quality time memories along with lots of quality images; 

Departure time and arrival time of flights from Upington to Johannesburg is listed below; 

South African Airways – 12:50 – 14:25; 17:10 – 18:45 

 

 
 

What is Included 
 The tour is mostly full board - all inclusive at locations where we camp. Same statement applies in locations 

where guests stay in lodges if the facility embodies campsite since, we – the staff will be camping and eating 

in campsite. Guests are welcome to join; 

 All game drives (safari) that we conduct and mentioned within the itinerary; 

 All transfers. 
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What is Excluded 
 International Flights; 

 Cross Border Visa Fees; 

 Scenic Flight(s) over the Okavango Delta; 

 Mokoro Ride in Okavango Delta; 

 Personal Travel Insurance; 

 Dinners or any other courses that guests would like to eat out where it is possible, and where the facility 

(lodges and guest houses) has its own service; 

 Please note that, we will have a limited selection of Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic beverages on board. If you 

need a specific brand of beverage, please feel free to bring it along or let us know in advance to have it on 

board;  

 All game drives (safari) activities that we are not allowed to conduct by ourselves, such as bush walks, night 

drives that are only conducted by park and reserve rangers; 

 Activities that we have to buy from third parties upon guests’ request that may occur at locations, and not 

listed in mutually agreed itinerary before the tour starts. 

 

We are looking forward to hosting you in the best way we commit and you deserve… 

Yours Sincerely… 
 


